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Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam 

President, another question. Under the 
Budget Act, which limits the time for 
debate of a reconciliation conference 
report, how many hours are provided 
for debate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ten 
hours. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Thank 
you. And finally, therefore, under no 
circumstances would a cloture vote be 
necessary or required prior to a vote on 
adoption of a reconciliation conference 
report? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam 
President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IN PRAISE OF ANNE GALLAGHER 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to recognize another great 
Federal employee. In the past year we 
have witnessed the most significant 
economic downturn since the Great De-
pression. In the 1930s, millions of 
Americans lost everything and there 
was no social safety net to catch those 
in the greatest need. Today we are for-
tunate that the Federal Government 
coordinates vital programs, preventing 
millions of Americans from slipping 
into the kind of poverty experienced in 
those days. 

I think probably the most important 
agency involved in this effort is the So-
cial Security Administration. Its mis-
sion is to provide a stable income for 
retired American workers and those 
who cannot work because of a dis-
ability. 

In the words of the great revolu-
tionary patriot Thomas Paine, ‘‘it is 
not charity but a right, not bounty but 
justice.’’ 

He wrote those words in 1797, when he 
published an early proposal for social 
security. It was only in the midst of 
the Great Depression that such a sys-
tem was finally established by the So-
cial Security Act of 1935. 

Seventy-five years later, the SSA’s 
important work continues. One of the 
great Social Security employees is 
Anne Gallagher, who has made a career 
of Federal Government work. 

Anne, who grew up in Wilmington, 
DE and still lives there, has worked for 
Social Security for 8 years. As a child, 
Anne attended the Wilmington Friends 
School, and she later received her un-
dergraduate degree from Mary Baldwin 
College. After pursuing further study 
in New York, she worked for 2 years in 
the broadcasting industry. 

In 1976, Anne began a lifetime of pub-
lic service, working for then-Senator 
Bill Roth, who was then the senior 
Senator of Delaware, in his Wilmington 
office. Her role as senior caseworker 

for constituent services was to inter-
cede on behalf of Delawareans with 
Federal agencies. 

If you were a veteran who needed 
help accessing VA resources or bene-
fits, Anne was the staff member in Sen-
ator Roth’s office who would contact 
the VA for you. If you were trying to 
adopt a child from overseas but had an 
issue with the State Department that 
needed clearing up, Anne would clear it 
up. 

It was during this time, when I was 
chief of staff to Delaware’s junior Sen-
ator JOE BIDEN, that I first met Anne 
and witnessed firsthand her unmatched 
dedication and positive attitude. JOE 
BIDEN has wonderful caseworkers. They 
all thought very highly of Anne. And 
the two offices worked together 
seamlessly to serve the people of Dela-
ware. 

Anne handled important casework 
for Senator Roth for 7 years before de-
ciding to take time off to raise her two 
daughters, who, by the way, both share 
their mother’s passion for serving the 
public. But the call to serve was 
strong, and after 3 years away from 
Senator Roth’s office, Anne returned. 
She continued working as an advocate 
for Delawareans until Senator Roth 
left office in 2001. At the same time, 
she still served as the legislative as-
sistant for veterans affairs from 1994 to 
1997. 

In 2001, Anne spent several months 
working as the director of a nonprofit 
helping American families adopt chil-
dren from overseas. 

In 2002, she returned to government 
service when she became a Regional 
Public Affairs Specialist for the Social 
Security Administration. In this role, 
Anne serves as the Social Security con-
gressional liaison for five States and 
the District of Columbia, which include 
10 Senate offices and 43 House districts. 
The reports issued by her office help 
Members of Congress as well as other 
Federal, State, and local officials un-
derstand the status of Social Security 
distribution in their jurisdictions. 

Throughout her work in Social Secu-
rity and Senator Roth’s office, Anne 
has earned a reputation for thorough-
ness, dedication, and a kind heart. I 
never met anyone who has dealt with 
Anne who did not like her, was not im-
pressed with her kindness, her intel-
ligence, and her ability to get things 
done. Once, while working for Senator 
Roth, Anne received a call from an el-
derly woman who had been in touch 
with her regarding a casework issue. It 
was in the midst of a snowstorm, and 
the woman, who lived alone, could not 
get to the grocery store for herself. So 
45 minutes later Anne and her husband 
pulled up to the woman’s house with a 
carful of groceries. Many of those she 
helped still keep in touch with her, 
even after 20 years. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
honoring Anne Gallagher and thanking 
her for her service to the Nation and 
the State of Delaware. I also hope all 
Americans will recognize the impor-

tant contribution made by all who 
work for the Social Security Adminis-
tration and all those who work for the 
Federal Government. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TIME FOR BOLD ACTION 

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, last 
night, just down the hall from this 
Chamber, my colleagues and I assem-
bled with our friends in the House of 
Representatives to take part in a tradi-
tion as old as our Republic. 

This is more than just a Presidential 
address. 

It is mandated by the U.S. Constitu-
tion, and it is one of the great rituals 
of modern democracy, the practice of 
bringing the major officers of our gov-
ernment together to assess our na-
tional priorities. 

Last night, President Obama laid out 
a bold vision for the years ahead, and a 
renewed commitment to the uniquely 
American ideals that make this coun-
try great. 

So today, I would like to take this 
opportunity to discuss a few of the 
things we heard in yesterday’s speech, 
and how our agenda will benefit the 
people of Illinois. 

I am glad the President recognizes 
that this is not a time to change our 
priorities it is a time to recommit our-
selves to the values and the ideas that 
the American people voted for in 2008. 

The mandate for better policy could 
not have been more clear. 

Voters want us to focus on job cre-
ation. They want us to help small busi-
nesses, repair our national economy, 
and invest in clean energy. 

They want us to pass real health care 
reform, reduce the deficit, and keep 
corporate money separate from poli-
tics. 

Under President Obama’s leadership, 
my colleagues and I have already made 
significant progress on a number of 
these issues. 

A year ago, we passed far-reaching 
economic recovery legislation that 
brought us back from the brink of dis-
aster. 

We voted to extend unemployment 
benefits, and keep sending help to the 
people who need it most during these 
difficult times. 

Even today, we are poised to take up 
job creation and climate change bills, 
and are closer to passing comprehen-
sive health reform than ever in our his-
tory. 

We are examining ways to address 
the deficit, and in pursuit of that goal 
I believe we need to keep all options on 
the table. 
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